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THE FINALISTS OF THE 2019 JACKSON WILD MEDIA AWARDS WERE

ANNOUNCED ON SEPTEMBER 26TH.

�e Jackson Wild Media Awards are some of the most prestigious in the world of nature �lmography, and were launched to
celebrate excellence and innovation in nature, science and conservation storytelling. �e winners were announced at the end of
a seven-day summit (September 21-27) that welcomed more than 850 �lmmakers, conservationists, photographers, scientists,
journalists and visionaries to Jackson, Wyoming, to discuss the changing role of media as our planet faces urgent issues
associated with climate change.

�ere were more than 1,000 category entries from approximately 30 di�erent countries. Around 150 preliminary judges
screened more than 3,500 submissions to select the �nalists under consideration.

Filmmaker John Chester’s 2018 feature ‘�e Biggest Little Farm’ won the top prize of Best of Festival. �e �lm chronicles the
eight years it’s taken him and his wife to create a sustainable family farm in California.

�e prize categories focused on cra�, content and program type, with well over 900 category entries and almost 600 �lm entries
overall. For a full list of the winners and runners up, click here.
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It was extremely exciting to see so many ocean-focused �lms taking the limelight in each category of the awards, such as Blue
Planet II, 700 Sharks, Whales and SETI, Our Planet and Sea of Shadows, the latter of which won prizes in three di�erent
categories. Blue Planet II won prizes in �ve di�erent categories.

�e �nal jury for the 2019 awards comprised Seeker’s Aneeta Akhurst, Lynn Hirsh�eld of Participant Media, David Martin of
Mongabay, programmer/curator Kathleen McInnis and �lm/television producer Pragna Parsotam-Kok.

�e Jackson Wild Conference has been running for more than 25 years and has expanded it’s reach around the world. �rough
it’s summit and awards, it highlights the power of �lm and media in catalysing positive change in conservation. �is year, the
summit theme was Living Oceans, which saw speakers from all disciplines come together to discuss their work.

Follow these links to read features by some of the Jackson Wild Summit speakers, including coral expert Emily Darling, deep-sea
marine biologist Diva Amon and Maralliance founder Rachel Graham.

Photographs courtesy of Jackson Wild.
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